PhD student position in
Agricultural and Food Economics
Ref SLU.ua.2022.2.5.1-1071

Department of Economics
Are you looking for an exciting PhD position in agricultural and food
economics? Would you like to work in a dynamic research group with several
ongoing disciplinary and interdisciplinary collaborations? Are you highly
motivated to undertake PhD training?
The Department of Economics at the Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences (SLU) invites applications for a PhD student to join its research group
“Agricultural and Food Economics”. This position is linked to a research theme
with a focus on agriculture’ transition towards sustainable production
approaches.

Description:
The production of agricultural crops needs to be transformed in order to
achieve several of the UN's goals for sustainable development and to mitigate
and adapt to climate change. There is a growing interest in more resilient crop
production based on agro-ecological principles, i.e., exploiting the ecosystem
services that cultivated and wild biodiversity contribute. However, the uptake of
crop production based on agro-ecological principles is low, partly due to a lack
of knowledge about ecological and economic resource efficiencies and tradeoffs.
This doctoral project is part of an interdisciplinary research project where we
investigate these efficiencies and tradeoffs and together with actors in the
entire food value chain develop and test business concepts for food value chain
organization that can realize sustainability values benefitting farmer and
stimulating further uptake. We evaluate the preconditions for upscaling of the
business concepts by examining the motivation for participation in those
among larger group of actors in the food value chain. The project is a close
interdisciplinary collaboration including the Departments of Ecology, Crop

Production Ecology, and Economics. The PhD student will work closely with
another PhD student in the subject ecology, placed at the Department of
Ecology (SLU), who will track ecological resource use efficiencies.
As a PhD student in economics, you are expected to carry out supervised
research leading to a PhD thesis as well as taking PhD courses to the equivalent
of 90 credits.
The position will be placed within the research group Agricultural and Food
Economics at the Department of Economics, SLU. In this group, the successful
candidate will be offered a stimulating context with colleagues who focus on
various aspects of agricultural and food economics, including production
economics, consumer economics, agricultural and food policy, and trade. The
topics of interest add to the literature in agricultural economics and related
fields. We have vivid disciplinary as well as interdisciplinary collaborations, for
instance with researchers in crop production, technology, animal health and
veterinary epidemiology. The group currently consists of about 20 staffmembers, including several PhD students, post-doctoral researchers, senior
researchers, research assistants, a senior lecturer and a professor.

Qualifications:
Basic eligibility for third cycle education in Economics. The successful applicant
is expected to possess basic knowledge related to research methods in
Agricultural and Food Economics or in other related fields. The position
requires very good communication skills in English. The successful applicant
should be strongly motivated to work with tasks outlined above, she/he is
expected to work to establish own initiatives to move the PhD project forward
and to work well in a research team. Advanced knowledge related to statistical
analyses will be considered of merit, as will an understanding about the
Swedish food system and about behavioural approaches in economics research.
Personal merits will play a significant role in the recruitment process.

Place of work:
Uppsala

Forms for funding or employment:
Employment (4 years)

Starting date:
According to agreement.

Application:
Click the “Apply” button to submit your application. The deadline is 2022-0422.
Applications sent via email will not be considered.
To qualify for third-cycle (Doctoral) courses and study programmes, you must
have a second-cycle (Master’s) qualification. Alternatively, you must have
conducted a minimum of four years of full-time study, of which a minimum of
one year at second-cycle level.
Applicants will be selected based on their written application and CV, degree
project, copies of their degree certificate and transcript of records from
previous first and second-cycle studies at a university or higher education
institution, two personal references, and knowledge of English. More
information about the English language requirements can be found
here: www.slu.se/en/education/programmes-courses/doctoral-studies/newdoctoral-students/english-language-requirements/
Please note that applicants invited to interview must submit attested copies of
their degree certificate, a transcript of records from previous first and secondcycle studies at a university or higher education institution. Applicants who are
not Swedish citizens need to submit an attested copy of their passport’s
information page containing their photograph and personal details.
Read about the PhD education at SLU
at www.slu.se/en/education/programmes-courses/doctoral-studies/

Academic union representatives:
https://internt.slu.se/en/my-employment/employeeassociations/kontaktpersoner-vid-rekrytering/
The Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU) is a world-class
international university with research, education and environmental
assessment within the sciences for sustainable life. Its principal sites are in
Alnarp, Umeå and Uppsala, but activities are also conducted at research
stations, experimental parks and educational establishments throughout
Sweden. We bring together people who have different perspectives, but they all
have one and the same goal: to create the best conditions for a sustainable,
thriving and better world.
SLU has just over 3,000 employees, 5,000 students and a turnover of SEK 3
billion. The university has invested heavily in a modern, attractive environment
on its campuses.
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