
Travel report for Katarina Norén and Nina Sporndly 
 
We did our MFS about soil erosion together with Vi-LIFE programme Rwanda during 
the summer 2008. Leaving Sweden in the greatest of great summers we did not notice 
any difference in temperature arriving at Kigali airport. It was the very end of the rainy 
season and the air was still humid. 
 
A driver from Vi-LIFE picked us up and brought us to, what would be our home the next 
couple of month – Vi-LIFE’s guest house. Living standard was good. A kitchen with gas 
stove, bathroom with shower (although the water often came in buckets) and internet 
access. After one week, another two MFS students also working with Vi-LIFE moved in. 
During the summer it has also been a couple of other Swedish people coming and going 
in the house. 
 
We started out our MFS by following the staff of Vi-LIFE in their field work the first 
week in order to get to know the area and decide a suitable sector for our erosion 
measurements. We new the land of thousand hills would be hilly but we did not expect it 
to be this hilly! And the land use also surprised us. They cultivated wherever possible on 
the steep hill sides but the fields were no bigger than garden plots. Houses were hidden 
beneath banana plants all over the place. Where it was too steep to cultivate small patches 
of eucalyptus could be found.  
 
There were several questions regarding our project plan after the first day in field; how 
would it go to find a reference site where no erosion had taken place? We had also 
planned to classify Landsat satellite images with a pixel size of 30 m. But how would that 
be possible when the land use changes every 20 m?  
 
After one week in field we were relived to find a good place for our erosion study, 
Bushoki sector in Rulindo district. Bushoki was a little less steep and there were several 
slopes we found suitable for the study. Many field officers and locals were involved in 
trying to find a reliable reference site; we ended up with three different since we did not 
fully trust any of them. 
  
The first few weeks our local supervisor, Jorge arranged several meetings with people 
working with erosion control at different ministries. It was important for us to share their 
knowledge and try to form our project so it would be as useful as possible. It turned out 
to be very hard. We did never get to know much more about the ministries work with soil 
conservation than the 5 lines that could be read at the National museum of Rwanda. 
 
We have had pretty much office hours during our stay in Rwanda. Monday to Friday we 
have been out in field or working on the report and soil samples preparations. At two 
points we stayed at a Parish in Bushoki to take soil samples nearby. This way we did not 
require Vi-LIFE’s vehicles and could be efficient for a few days at a time. We really 
enjoyed our time at the Parish. It was on the top of a hill with a beautiful view and quiet 
dark nights. We ate and spent the nights with a community of five priests and priest 
students.  



 
After two weeks a Rwandese girl, Josiane, came to Vi-LIFE to do her interne ship within 
environmental management which she studies in Kampala, Uganda. She has become our 
college and friend. In the beginning we were a little worried since it felt as though we 
were her supervisors. As time went by she started to work on her own initiatives and our 
project is only one part of what she got to do to this summer. 
 
Josiane has taught us a lot about Rwanda, shown us around and translated several 
conversations. She brought us to her parents place and we have got to know her family 
and learned to cook Rwandese food. Without her our stay would have been quite 
different. 
 
Thanks to Vi-LIFE’s field work and Rwanda’s public transport we have got to see a great 
part of the country. The country is very small and it is cheep and easy to travel with bus 
on paved roads anywhere in Rwanda. Our first weekend trip was to Lake Kivu in eastern 
Rwanda -a beautiful lake with beaches surrounded by highlands. Later on we also visited 
Butare in south Rwanda, Bujumbura in Burundi, Lake Muhazi and Katarina went to see 
the Gorillas in Volcano National Park together with Kajsa, another Swedish student in 
Rwanda.  
 
Our stay in Rwanda has been good even if it sometimes felt strange to be here. Questions 
about life, why we were there and if something good possibly could come out of it 
sometimes took over. Being a white person in a poor country often puts you in difficult 
situations, both to yourself and to others. At the same time we never regretted to have 
taken the decision to do a MFS in Rwanda. We are amazed about how much we have 
learned about life and ourselves in two month. The awareness that you have to go through 
some things in order to fully experience others becomes clear and we will never forget 
Rwanda and its amazing people. 
 
Unfortunately our two weeks of holiday in the end was shortened because of personal 
reasons and we left somewhat earlier than planned. We are happy though for what we got 
to experience and all wonderful people we got to know. 


