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Small Carnivore Project

The 26th of February we left Sweden and took off for Namibia. The reason for going
there was to do a research project for our Honor degree in Biology at the University of
Uppsala, Sweden.

The project was concerning small carnivores (aardwolf, bat-eared fox and black backed
jackal) and also spotted hyena. The project is a part of “The small carnivore project” that
was started by Wilderness Safaris Namibia in the year of 2000. Our aim was to compare
farmland and reserve area when it comes to the population status of these animals. We
were interested to see if, and in such case how, the grazing on farmlands affects our study
animals. Our study was performed on the Kulala Wilderness Reserve and on a farm 50
kilometers from there (Hammerstein 102).

The population status have been assessed by during daytime looking for tracks from our
study animals and during night time looking for the actual animals. We have also been
taken notes on prey activities (that is termites, insects, small mammals and lizards) and
habitat types to be able to state if the different areas are comparable and if they are
suitable habitats for our study animals.

We have also done some interviews among communal farmers in the Okakarara area. The
reason for doing these interviews was because we have heard and read that aardwolves
and bat-eared foxes sometimes are mistaken for jackals and hyenas and are therefore
killed. These termite eating animals are also sometimes being killed in the misbelieve that
they attack cattle and sheep.

At the moment, before any statistics have been done, we can’t present any results. But
concerning the population status for the aardwolf and the bat-eared fox we suspect that
we might be able to see some trends. We have noticed that the most grazed and tramped
areas at the farmland don’t hold many termites and therefore we suspect that these might
not be suitable habitats for these termite dependent animals. On the other hand, we have
seen quite a lot of tracks on the less disturbed areas on the farmland.

When it comes to the interviews we found out that the farmers could differentiate
between our study animals and that they had a good knowledge about what these animals
eat. Many of the farmers mentioned jackals as a big problem while the other animals
were not seen as a problem. They also told us that they chased the jackals away and used
shepherds and watch dogs instead of killing them. Since the problem with killing
carnivores are quite large in some areas in the country, we believe that these farmers’
knowledge and awareness of the carnivores might have something to do with the
previous conservation work concerning wilddogs that has been done in this particular
area. We find this interesting since it then seems like conservation work on one species
might increase the awareness of other species as well.
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To do this project has been very interesting and we have learned a lot about some of
Namibia’s wildlife. We have also learned a lot about Namibia as a country and about its
culture, which has been very rewarding. Our time in Namibia will be unforgettable for us.


